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Today as I was traveling to give a Leader Dog program, it finally dawned on 

me that fall is here. I guess I have been too absorbed in hurricanes, earth-

quakes, health issues, rain, and PTCV business to even notice. But there it 

was: a tree nestled among the pines with its deep red foliage and further 

down the road sat a beautiful display of pumpkins for sale.  

 What had been an amazing summer was passing. The summer started 

out with a bang and ended in the same fashion. One of the things that had 

always been on our ñbucket listò was to see the United States. Since neither 

Fred nor I had ever been to Seattle, we decided to drive. And drive we did! 

We traveled over 6400 miles, visited thirteen different states, nine of which 

were totally new to us, and one Canadian Province. When I think about all 

we did and saw, I wonder how we are both still breathing. All I can say is, 

we certainly live in one beautiful and awesome country! 

 Every time we visited a state we would think about our pin trading 

Lions who we knew resided somewhere in that state. While in Montana, we 

thought about Dave Armstrong. In Iowa, it was Yogi and Ruth Braet and 

Chuck Boeding. In South Dakota it was Maynard Bloom. We thought about 

all the pin traders who travel great distances to attend PTCVôs annual pin 

swap. Many make the trip year after year. The PTCV is very fortunate and 

honored to have these dedicated pin traders in attendance. Without them, the 

swap would not be the same. 

 So if you are coming from far away or very close, the PTCV hopes to 

see you in Winchester, VA on November 10-11 to celebrate the XXXII 

PTCV Pin Swap. We have the pins, the food, the Nine Hole Golf, and the 

auctions. The rooms have refrigerators, microwaves and are reasonably 

priced. The parking is also FREE! NOW ALL WE NEED ARE LIONS 

WHO HAVE A PASSION FOR PIN TRADING AND WANT TO HAVE A 

GOOD TIME!!! 

 Fred and I enjoyed the Seattle International Convention. Considering 

the number of pin traders who attended, we thought the PTCV was well rep-

resented. 
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In Seattle, we felt right at home. Seattle and Staunton, VA have one thing in common: they are both hilly. 

When I started driving a manual transmission, it took me at least three months to get up the nerve to drive in 

Staunton. If it had been Seattle, I probably would have given up! 

 Lionsô pins were not the only things traded in Seattle. For the first time in my life, I tried my hand at 

trading baseball cards when we attended a Seattle Mariners/San Diego Padres baseball game with Penny and 

Phil Sharpe. 

 When we entered the stadium, we were all given a set of baseball cards featuring the Mariners team. I 

thought óHow nice! What a great souvenirô. I had already decided that our son, Lion Ashley, would get them. 

Little did we know that the set was incomplete. After five innings and a 1 to 0 game, the itch to complete the 

set was too overwhelming. The announcer was urging everyone to complete their sets. Messages were popping 

up on the message boards with the same advice. After checking the cards amongst ourselves, I just could not 

sit there anymore. I finally excused myself and went searching. I found the kids and some adults trading. It did 

not take long to discover these kids were pros. They were highly organized and knew exactly what they 

needed. It only took a quick glance at my cards to see if a trade could be made. These kids even gave sugges-

tions on how to make the search easier. One suggested going by the number on the card instead of the name. If 

they did not have the card, they gave suggestions as to where to find it. Now, doesnôt this all sound very fa-

miliar? After two more innings and going up and down all those flights of stairs, the mission was accom-

plished. I was so proud of myself! As I returned to my seat, I thought how wonderful it would be for all those 

kids to grow up and become Lions and enjoy pin trading. 

 Since the International Convention and July 4th often coincide, Fred and I have watched fireworks in 

some amazing places. This year was one of the best. We had the best seat in the house: the top of the Space 

Needle! WOW! 

 The pin trader hotel, the Hyatt on Olive 8 had that WOW factor as well. The hotel and everything about 

it had a lot of WOW! I have a friend who lives in South Carolina and once when I was describing something 

pretty terrific, she said, ñVrla, sounds like you were in high cottonò. This was the way I felt about the hotel. 

All of us were in ñhigh cottonò, including the Sharpeôs pin mobile and the Leachôs broom mobile. 

 The hotel was conveniently located near the convention center. The rooms were impressive. In the eve-

ning, if one wanted to continue trading pins, there was a fantastic room to trade. This room was very large and 

certainly could accommodate any pin trader who wanted to continue trading, or better yet, play cards. If you 

have never attended a pin trading event, it will not take long to discover pin traders like to play card games. If 

Lucille Romig from Missouri is around, there is going to be a card game!* 

 The pin trader tradition of having terrific hospitality rooms certainly continued in Seattle. The LITPC, 

the pin trader clubs, and all the pin traders who provided the food and refreshment are to be thanked for all 

they did. After a long day of ñwheeling and dealingò, the chance to have a little something to eat and drink 

while enjoying the company of fellow pin traders was most welcome! 

 Since Fred and I have been involved, pin trading at an International Convention has changed over the 

years. However, when one looks at the ñbig pictureò, it really has not. The challenge, the goal, the mission, or 

whatever you choose to call it, is still the same. There is always the ñelusive pinò (E.P.). The one that seems to 

be hiding. The pin you are on full alert for and seeking. Seattle was no different. There we were, both trying to 

visually attack the name badge of everyone who approached our table. We should be pros at the name badge 

approach as we have certainly had enough practice at it. Fred is better at this approach than I am. I keep being 

reminded of what my mother taught me many years ago. She said ñVrla, it is bad manners to stare at some-

oneò. Periodically, one of us sweeps the trading area looking for it. One is constantly asking other pin traders if 

they have seen it. We have given up searching for ñE.P.ò at the International Parade as we are lousy at using 

this method. 

 I think it was late Thursday afternoon when ñE.P.ò finally came out of hiding. I had sneaked over to the 

Terri Lynn exhibit to sample some of their goodies.  

When I returned I could not believe my ears when Fred said he had   òEPó  Better known this 

year as the MD-2011 North Dakota. At that moment, I just wanted to let out a big war hoop but  



instead  I  made a fist and used the famous Kirk Gibson arm movement and said òYes! Mission 

Accomplishedó! Fall is here and the  challenge, the mission, the goal begins again. Oh Boy, I 

cannot wait to see what fun lies ahead for 2012!  In the meantime, let us all enjoy being Lions and 

pin traders. Take care and enjoy the wonderful Holidays  

Lion Vrla Leach  

PTCV President  

 
Presidents Correction : In the July 2011 Presidents message, I incorrectly said that the  

Lions with the red derbies were from the Manassas Host Club. In fact, they were from the 

Park West Lions Club. I formally apologize for my mistake.  

 

Winchester Pin Swap  
PTCV Silent Auction  

The Silent Auction theme this year will be Indian series. We would like to have as many pins in 

the silent auction as possible. We do need to receive them by the 15 of October so we can get 

everything together.  

 

Please do not bring them to the swap to have them placed in the auction. By that time it is to late. 

If you send pins for the auction please try and place a minimum bid on what you submit.  

Silent Auction will take place on Thursday (11/10/2011) from 9AM - 5PM and Friday 

(11/11/2011) from 9AM - 11AM, we will announce the winners after lunch on Friday.  

 

Send the pins you want to place in the silent auction to  

PDG Lion Rich Evans 

10205 Navarre Court  

Henrico, Virginia 23238  

TABLE SET UP 

I am requesting help from the board of directors of PTCV in getting the room set up as quickly 

as possible. When we have a lot of hands to help get the room set up the faster it will go. Duties 

would include setting up the tables, placing two chairs per table, rolling out the paper on all the 

tables, and then sectioning the tables into 6 foot sections.  

 

Each section contains 3 8 foot tables, which will accommodate 4 individuals at 6 foot a piece. We 

will also have to make sure that the names are also placed on the tables.  

Last year we received the tables on Tuesday evening and we started the set up at around 9AM 

Wednesday. I myself am not sure when we will receive the tables but I do know we will receive 

them before noon on Wednesday.  

 

So the sooner we can get started the sooner we can finish.  

Thanks you in advance for helping  

 

PDG Lion Rich Evans 
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