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Never in my wildest dreams did I ever imagine a decision that Fred
and I made back in the spring of 1977 would lead to me being president of
the Pin Traders Club of Virginia. I am honored to be the president of PTCV. I
know with the support of all the pin traders of Virginia that the next two years
will be good and productive for our club. Above all, I hope every pin trader will
experience the fun, fellowship and camaraderie that Fred and I have
experienced through Lionism and pin trading.

Lionism became a part of the Leach household in the summer of 1974
when Fred became a charter member of the Augusta Lions Club. In the spring
of 1977, Fred came home one day and said he would like to attend the State
Convention in Hampton, VA. Fred also said that he understood they traded
some kind of pins there and we needed to take some money with us to    acquire
the pins.

To make a long story short, we were at the convention ten minutes,
our fifty dollars was all gone and we were both HOOKED!!!! Those ten
minutes were life changing! Since I will be writing the president’s message for
two years, I will probably include some of the experiences we have had. We
bought ten Winchester Host red apple pins at $3.00 each (everyone was
fussing about the $3.00; we did not know any better). It did not take us long to
realize those red apples that cost so much were “hot traders”. It was at this
convention that I fell in love with what I call the cartoonish type Lions pins. I
think it took two red apples to get the two Centennial Lions pins put out by the
Vienna Host Lions Club. Even today those two Vienna Host pins are some of
my favorites, and believe you me, I have hundreds of this kind of pin. Since I
tend to be a people watcher, it was also at this convention that I noticed all
the Lions with their red vests and red derbies. There were two of these derby
Lions in particular that caught my eye and I kept observing how they traded
pins.  Both looked like they knew what they were doing and were having a
great time doing it.  I found out that the Lions with the red derbies were from
the Manassas Host Club and the two Lions I kept watching were none other
than Harry Fulwiler and Dave Harris.

I tell this story because throughout the thirty-four years we have been involved in pin trading, I have
found that pin traders are as Lion Pin Trader Bill Prucha from Illinois says, “We are Lions first and pin traders
second.” Pin trader Lions remind me of my father. When I was growing up I often thought my father’s name was
really WORK instead of Harold as he seemed to work all the time. When he did take time out to play, believe
you me Dad and the whole family played. Lions work very hard at “We Serve”.

(continued on next page)

Now it is time to play.  On befalf of the PTCV, I invite all Lions to join us in Winchester, VA for the XXXII
PTCV Pin Swap on November 10-12, 2011.  The Swap will be held at the Best Western Lee-Jackson (a swap
registration is included with this newsletter).
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In Virginia, we are so fortunate to have so many pin traders.  As Virginia Pin Traders, we have discovered
that pin trading is the “icing on the cake” with the cake being Lionism.  If you have never attended a Virginia Pin
Swap, please consider joining us for a lot of fun and fellowship.  If you think you have nothing to trade, you will
be surprised.  Maybe your club or you have put out a pin so round up the extras and bring them or better yet
consider getting together and putting out a club or personal pin.  It is not too late.  If you absolutely have nothing
to trade, please come.  We will help you get started.  If you do not want to come alone, come anyway or get
together with some fellow Lions and come (the guys from Pearisburg, VA know how to do it). If your spouse or
significant other is hesitant, please come because there are a lot of spouses or significant others who would
rather do something else. They seem to get together and have a great time enjoying what they like best. Trust
me, it will not take long for you to get into the swing of things and discover we are one big happy family of pin
traders. Who knows? Maybe this experience will be a life changing event for you as it was for Fred and me
many years ago.

Before I conclude this message I want to mention a few significant things that happened at the May
State Convention. First many, many thanks go to PDG Rich Evans for the outstanding job he did coordinating
the pin traders luncheon and exhibit area. I know Rich started working on the event in the summer of 2010. Rich
worked very hard to have a great luncheon and provide affordable tables for the pin traders. PTCV certainly
enjoyed the fruits of Rich’s conscientious and persistent efforts. Thank you Rich, for a job well done.

It was absolutely wonderful to have our PTCV secretary, Terry Smith, with us. Terry is really going
through a difficult time with her health. Terry was determined she was going to attend and carry out her duties
as secretary and she certainly did!! Our thoughts and prayers are certainly with you Terry, and all other pin
traders who are experiencing trying times. Speaking of health, PDG Grover Jaeger shared with us the wonderful
news that his cancer operation was successful and he is cancer free.

I did not get a chance to congratulate our three, two year directors who were elected to the Board. PTCV
welcomes PDG Joseph Volpe-24A, PDG Norma Shoemaker-24C, and Lion Brock Robertson-24D.

PTCV wants to thank PCC Don Colley for all he did as president for the past two years. Don is someone
I really admire. He is such a kind and sincere person and oh what an eloquent speaker! To me it is unbelievable
how he can communicate his thoughts. I realize I do not have the same gift of communication, but Don has
provided me with an example to follow.

PTCV would also like to thank the outgoing directors: Lions Randy Suslick, Jim Newman and Emily
Carnes. All three of these pin traders were outstanding directors. They worked hard and I know they will continue
to be outstanding pin traders in the PTCV.

A special thanks goes to PCC Bill Quinn who has served as the Nomination Committee chairman for all
of his work in getting pin traders to serve on the Board. Bill has served the PTCV for many years and we thank
him for his support.

Earlier in my message, I mentioned that pin traders were Lions first. There are pin traders in the PTCV
of whom I am aware who received special recognition at the May State Convention. I am sure there are others.
The PTCV would like to congratulate PDG and PTCV First Vice President Susan Evans-24B and PDG Ray
McDonald-24C who were each awarded a Melvin Jones Fellowship. PDG Norma Shoemaker received a
Presidential Medal for serving more than twenty-five years in positions specifically beyond the club level. Norma
also was recognized by LCIF for exceeding her goal as LCIF District Coordinator. Norma is currently in her first
year of a three year term as LCIF District Coordinator. Lion Phil Sharpe was one of five in District 24-C to
receive the Distinguished Award  Medal. This is the highest award a District Governor can present to a Lion.
Congratulations to all of you for making a difference.

In closing, I want to wish everyone a wonderful summer and fun in pin trading!



         PTCV Electronic Newsletter

Response has been very good to the
electronic version of this newsletter.  However, there
are still some hold outs for the paper version that
have email addresses.

Cost to print and mail the paper version
averages $1.77 to produce and distribute.  The
electronic version costs “0” to send out!

So save a tree, help nature to produce oxygen
plus clean the air of carbon emissions, AND help to
bring down costs and subscription rates.  So please
email Lion Phil Sharpe at philtrader@verizon.net to
start fully enjoying the PTCV newsletter “The
Virginian”.

PTCV Committees
During the post-election PTCV Board Meet-

ing new President Vrla Leach announced the fol-
lowing appointments for the coming year:

Budget Committee
PCC Bill Smith
Lion Phil Sharpe

Constitution & Policies Committee
PCC Bill Smith
PDG Joe Volpe

Information Committee
Lion Brock Robertson

Membership Committee
Lion Jim Newman
Lioness-Lion Susan Golladay

Nominations Committee
PDG Chet Kramer
PDG Norma Shoemaker

Pin Swap Committee
Lion Jim Golladay
Lion Ann Harris
Lions Rich & Susan Evans
PCC Bill Smith

Pin Design Committee
Lion Harry Fulwiler

All appointees accepted their  positions upon
first request of President Vrla.  So feel comfortable
in contacting the appropriate Committee with any
questions or concerns you may have.

Past - and Quickly Forgotten -
President’ s Report

My reign as PTCV president and emperor of
the world has ended, and I have begun to slide
rapidly into oblivion.  Remaining are memories of
fellowship with Lions pin traders from across our
country and several nations beyond our borders.

For most of the pin traders I know the
enjoyment of pursuing our hobby is the first priority.
That includes enjoying the company of like-minded
Lions.  Acquiring those few rare pins or varieties
necessary to complete our collections is farther down
the list.

Regretably, a few pin traders or other swap
guests have decided that stealing pins from pin
traders’ tables is a quicker and less expensive
method of adding to their collections.  The rest of
us, therefore, have to be vigilant at all times when
we are in the swap room.  We have to protect our
own pins and those of other pin traders.  No longer
can we assume that everyone else believes in honor
and integrity.  Perhaps Lions pin traders should
emphasize the Lions Code of Ethics in our hobby.
We do not want the words of Mark Anthony in
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar to apply to us and our
hobby:  “The evil that men do lives after them.  The
good is oft interred with their bones.”

Even though we are imperfect beings living
in an imperfect world, let’s continue to serve our
communities and our organization, and let’s continue
to introduce Lions to the fun and fellowship of pin
trading.

Yours in Lionism,

                Lion Don                Lion Don                Lion Don                Lion Don                Lion Don

Do what we can, summer will have its flies.
                                              ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

              Mt. Pleasant Lions Club

The Mt. Pleasant Lions Club is celebrating its 50th
Anniversary this year.  The Roanoke Star was selected
due to the clubs close proximity to it and that it was a
Gold Star Club 30-years ago.



The salute to Armed Forces series is picking up steam with participants starting to honor everything
from family members and ancestors in the military to the troop trains that carried these brave men and
women during the wars.

The latest Catalog/Updates in this Series can always be found on the LITPC website (www.LITPC.org).
If you have a pin that qualifies for the Series, you need to get one to PCC Bill Smith (see our Directory).  Lion
Bill is more than willing to trade or buy the pin, whichever you prefer.

ARMED FORCES SERIES

Remembering WW II T roop T rains & The Men & W omen Who Rode Them

Pin Trading Events

Branson V acation  Pin Swap
August 12 - 13, 2011
Montezuma, Iowa
PDG Lion Chuck Boeding
641-623-2134
cboeding@zumatel.net

Virginia Pin Swap
November 10 - 11, 2011
Winchester, VA
PCC Bill Smith
540-349-2748
tabs52@comcast.net

Northeast Pin Swap
August 18 - 20, 2011
Warwick, Rhode Island
PCC Lion Paul Viano
508-668-1747

5M (Minnesota) Pin Swap
September 10 - 11, 2011
Becker, Minnesota
Jim Hazeltine
320-743-4126
jm3hz@frontiernet.net

Kentucky Pin Swap
September 16 - 17, 2011
Mammoth Cave National Park, KY
Paul Sullivan
270-528-4284
jeanie@scrtc.com

35th USA/Canada Forum
September 22 - 24, 2011
Anchorage, Alaska
605-723-4007 or visit
usacanadalionsforum.org

Western States Pin Swap
October 9 - 12, 2011
Reno, NV
John Holland
702-614-8654
newlife69@cox.net

Lion Jim Newman issued this set honoring relatives Joseph Sirkoch (Marines in the Pacific), Teresa
Phelleps (Army Nurse Corps in England), and Fred Phelleps (LST338 at Normandy on D-day).  He also honored
two of his Club members Lion Gabe Voss, Lion Robert Morse.  Watch for more cars to be added to honor five
uncles.  Yes, WWII really affected our parents’ generation!

This train has no special name or number but is typical of the many
trains that carried troops and supplies all over the country in WWII. Remember,
our interstate system did not come about until after the war, nor did our aviation
industry have the capacity. If you wanted to move lots of stuff great distances,
the train was the only way to go.



                    by Lion Verle Malik, Editor

In mid-January the totally unexpected
happened that led to a series of negative events that
have continued to this day.

To keep this background short, both my
master and external hard drives crashed in sequence.
The first three computer repair businesses were un-
able to recover my data.  So a fourth was contacted
resulting in positive results.

Unfortunitely, this process took a great deal of
time to resolve.  (nearly 4-months)  During this
downtime I was led daily to believe that the data would
be recovered soon.  Deadline for the Spring
newsletter’s release passed as waiting continued.
Even an abbrieviated newsletter was impossible since
there was no subscribers email database, nor an
operating computer available.

This expericence has caused a great deal of
stress to everyone which I am truly sorry.  Currently,
my   system has two new hard drives with copies of
the data PLUS a vendor (Carbonite) receives daily up-
dates over the internet.

Costs to you as a subscriber is immeasurable,
but for me its all too real at over a couple thousand
dollars with a potential lawsuit of another thousand
plus.  But when I heard that the Spring newsletter was
the first ever missed in the history of PTCV, it became
too much to bear.

Accordingly, this article also serves as my public
resignation as Editor.  Again you have my sincere
apology for all the embarrassment and stress caused
to the PTCV Board and all members by my inability to
perform my responsibility.

PTCV Spring Newsletter                 LITPC Membership

LITPC has reversed its downward trend in
memberships but there is a way to go to return to the
numbers achieved a few years ago.

PTCV members, let’s continue to increase
LITPC’s membership as we recruit new members for
our club.

So clip out the enclosed LITPC Membership
Application form to give to potential members and have
them send a check for $15.00 payable to the “LITPC”
and mail to:

Lion Don Wagner, LITPC Treasurer
5853 Frank Gailey Road
Clermont, GA  30527

                     New Member

During the State Convention Lion Roy Stockdill
joined PTCV.  Lion Roy is a Virginia State-wide
collector but finds other State pins interesting.  Here
is his key communication information:

Lion Roy Stockdill
8235 Briarwood Circle
Norfolk, VA  23518
Email:  roy24d@cox.net

Ah, summer , what power you have to make us suffer and
like it.  ~  Russell Baker

Deep summer is when laziness finds respectability .   ~   Sam Keen

Smart man + smart woman = romance;
Smart man + dumb woman = affair;
Dumb man + smart woman = marriage;

Dumb man + dumb woman = pregnancy .

              Smith Mountain Lake Lions Club

The Smith Mountain Lake Lions Club was the host
of the 2010 State Convention which they issued two sail
boats.  A red foreward sail and a blue.  So many positive
comments were received about the design they decided to
repeat it by adding a white sail version.  Obviously these
are patriotic (red, white,and blue) Lions.
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The First MultipleThe First MultipleThe First MultipleThe First MultipleThe First Multiple
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Your Name    _______________________________       Lion___  Lioness___  PDG___  MJF___ LITPC ___

Address   _________________________________        Spouse   ______________

City   _____________________________________       State   _______       Zip Code   _________

Country   ______________       T rade By Mail:  Yes   No  (circle one)

Phone Number   ________________________       F AX   _________________________________

Email   ________________________________       Newsletter Delivery:  Email   Mail  (circle one)

Club Name   ___________________________       Multiple District   _____       Sub-District   ____

Application T ype:  New Member     Renewal  (circle one)

Submit this form with your Dues payment of $7.50 to:

Please Print or T ype.

Lion Phil Sharpe
PTCV Treasurer
208 Governors Lane, Apt #6
Harrisonburg, V A  22801-4422


